Antidepressant pharmacotherapy.
Antidepressant drugs are indicated for prolonged depression accompanied by the typical physiologic dysfunctions. They are not recommended for grief reactions. Suicide potential is actively monitored. Pregnancy requires special attention. The most significant risks of antidepressant therapy are cardiac conduction prolongation and anticholinergic effects. Overdoses are dangerous. Antidepressants are prescribed only after a careful work-up, and therapy is continued in a supervised manner with close observation for side effects.